imagined that, perchance, some means might be discovered for the
it an act of high moral courage to refuse to undertake a case, when the refusal to undertake the same is founded upon the fact, that he, the practitioner, does not see the nature thereof.
Not having experienced any permanent benefit, and having tried so many plans, A. B. had given up all hopes of cure. This gentleman, however, knew a little of phrenology, and having heard of me as a phrenologist, as well as a physician, thought that I might, from the aid of phrenology, be better acquainted with the nature of his complaint than those physicians whom he had consulted, and who were either ignorant of, or unbelievers in, the science; and as, in addition, the old axiom is very generally received, even beyond the sacred boundaries of our brethren's stu- It may be proper to notice, that, during the week when the rubbing of the back was suspended, the shooting pains from the spine, before described, again occurred, and were troublesome; being removed, however, when friction was had recourse to. In addition hereto, it is necessary to notice that a heat and a pain at the back of the head were much relieved by the friction on that part.
Up to this period the patient had been free from fits; a time of freedom much longer than usual, as he himself observed.
In addition to these means, I recommended A. B., with the view to the tonic effect, to wash the chest and the neck every morning with cold water, and to rub dry with a rough, well-dried cloth* He was requested to disuse the head liniment for fourteen days, at the expiration of which period he was ordered to use it for seven days.
During the interval from the 28th of October to November 6th, the patient had been troubled with the formation of a boil just below, as he states in his letter, opportunity of still further encouraging him; for, it must be well known that the formation of boils is very often a very favorable index.
In reply to his letter of November 6th, I Being convinced that the vomiting was periodic and spasmodic, I might say hysterical in its character, I ordered the liquor arseni-
